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The Report is well rounded out by valuable appendices which are 
as follows: 

1. Explanations of various methods of election to fill one seat. 

2. The alternative vote in Queensland and Western Australia. 

3. Systems of election in force in other counties including state- 
ments as to proportional representation in Denmark, Finland, Servia, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and Wurtemberg. 

4. The Belgian and French systems. 

5. The Transferable vote. 

This whole report is a mine of information, which cannot be other- 
wise obtained in this summarized and inter-related presentation. 
And it sets forth the results of the careful and thorough application 
of theories to certain definite fields of information which make it 
a study indispensable to any student of the subject. 

C. B. Lester. 

Initiative and Referendum. On the eighteenth of February, 
the Wyoming legislature approved by the required two-thirds vote, 
an amendment to the constitution providing for the initiative and 
referendum for the passage of statute law and amendments to the 
constitution. The proposed amendment follows the general lines of 
the Oklahoma and Oregon constitutions, in that initiative petitions 
are accompanied by the complete draft of the proposed law or amend- 
ment to the constitution and filed with the secretary of state at least 
four months before the election at which they are to be voted upon. 
Referendum petitions, asking that laws passed by the legislature 
be referred to the people for approval, must be on file within ninety 
days of the final adjournment of the session at which the law was 
passed. The measures referred to the people are to be voted upon 
at the biennial general election. 

The per cent, of legal voters required to present petitions for the 
initiative or the referendum is considerably in excess of that required 
by any state now using the initiative and referendum. The usual 
requirement is eight percentum of the whole number of votes cast 
for some designated state office, although ten percentum is required 
in Nevada and fifteen percentum for constitutional amendments in 
Oklahoma. The referendum petition is generally placed at five 
percentum. The proposed Wyoming constitutional amendment 
places the required percentum for both initiative and referendum 
petitions upon the almost prohibitive basis of twenty-five percent. 
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of the whole number of votes cast for secretary of state at the last 
preceding general election. 

A majority of the electors voting on the measure is required to 
enact any initiated measure or repeal an act of the legislature, but 
at least one-third of the electors voting at the election must sanction 
such approval or repeal. Constitutional amendments require for 
adoption the approval of a majority of the electors voting at the 
election. Initiated laws are not subject to the governor's veto, 
but are subject to repeal and amendment by the legislature as are 
other statutes. 

The Oregon provision that the filing of a referendum petition upon 
any law passed by the legislature holds such law in abeyance until 
its approval by the people, has not been followed. The filing of a 
referendum petition against any act does not affect its validity until 
it is disapproved by the people. Appropriation measures are not 
subject to referendum. In attempting to preclude fraudulent petitions, 
the proposed amendment prescribes in detail the form petitions 
must take. The text of all measures must be published for twelve 
consecutive weeks prior to the election as constitutional amend- 
ments are now published. This proposed amendment will become 
a part of the constitution of Wyoming if it is approved by a 
majority of the electors at the next general election. 

S. Gale Lowrie. 

Initiative and Referendum Municipal Legislation. The 

California legislature, at the session just closed, granted initiative 
and referendum powers to the voters of municipalities. Ordinances 
may be initiated by filing with the clerk a draft of the measure, 
accompanied by a proper petition. If the petition contains a number 
of signatures equal to twenty-five percent of the votes cast at the 
last general municipal election and is accompanied by a request 
for a special election on the question, the council must pass the measure 
without alteration or submit it at a special election held within thirty 
days. Special elections must not be held at intervals of less than 
six months. A petition signed by ten per centum of the legal voters 
is sufficient to refer an initiated ordinance at the next general municipal 
election. 

The legislature has incorporated into this law a provision not 
found in other initiative and referendum measures, i. e., the city 
council is given the power to propose amendments to any initiated 



